0 Why Power Point Should be Avoided
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<> PowerPoi nt dumbs down the presentation

<> A presentation manager should not be used without a good
reason

<-Viablealternativesto PowerPoint exist



£ Does Power Point make you stupid?

The University of New M exico

Edward Tufte, PowerPoint is Evil
http://wwww. w red.comlw red/archive/ 11. 09/ ppt 2. ht m

<>Based on the needs of a business user

4+ presentation intended to make you buy something you don’t really
need

4+ every presentation becomes a sales pitch
<>Format emphasized over content

<>When you turn to bullets to convince your audience...
<>Adverse impact on cognitive style (lowers attention span)

<>Presentation manager software should supplement the presenation,
not substitute for it
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£ Why need a presentation manager ?
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<> Presentation managers.
+ Sacrifice flexibility
4+ Sacrifice an age-proven method of instruction

4+ Sacrifice audience participation on the same level asthe level of the
presentation

<> PowerPoint was simply not designed as a teaching tool

<>1f you need just slides (or pictures), why use PowerPoint?
4+ Graphics:
IrfanView (viewer) ht t p: //www. i r f anvi ew. com
GIMP (editor) ht t p: / / www. gi np. or g
4+ Plots:
GNUPLOT (interactivity!) http://ww. gnupl ot.info
+ Slides:

\documentclass{slides} inL"TgX
FOILTX (add-on package for LATEX) http://ww. ctan.org



If you need a presentation manager, why

0 use Power Point?
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<>OpenOffice (ht t p: / / www. openoffice.org)

+ Pros:

— Open source

— Free

— Windows/Linux/Solaris
+ Cons:.

— too much like PowerPoint

<>Corel Presentations (htt p: // www. cor el . com)

4+ Pros.

— more flexible than PowerPoint

— cheaper ($100 for office suite - single educational licence)
+ Cons

— proprietary

<>Both support .ppt, XML, HTML, PDF



0 Conclusion
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<>Power corrupts
<> PowerPoint corrupts pointlessly

<>Disclaimer: This presentation is 100% Powerpoint-free. Boycott
proprietary formats and illegal software monopolies.



